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Internal pre-proposal for NSF Major Research Instrumentation grant proposals 
 
The National Science Foundation allows only two or three submissions per year from each 
institution (depending on requested budget) for its Major Research Instrumentation (MRI) 
competition. For the 2021 competition, the Office of Research anticipates having several teams 
of KSU investigators interested in submitting proposals. Therefore, we need to make an internal 
determination of which proposals will be submitted to the NSF. The full program 
announcement can be found at: https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2018/nsf18513/nsf18513.htm 
 
Please note that because of the growth of our graduate programs at KSU, KSU is no longer 
considered a predominately undergraduate institution by NSF.  As a result, we are required to 
include cost-sharing (precisely 30% of the total project cost will need to come from KSU).  
Because of this cost-matching… 
 

• We are only focusing on Track 1 submissions (instruments ranging from $100,000 to 
$1,000,000) for 2021.   

 

• If you are interested in pursuing Track 2 (instruments exceeding $1,000,000), please let us 
know NOW by sending an email to Dr. Evelina Sterling at esterlin@kennesaw.edu so we can 
plan ahead for next year (2022). 

 

• Once finalists are selected, the Vice President for Research will discuss cost-matching with 
the appropriate Deans to determine where funds will come from.  At this time, this will not 
be the responsibility of the PIs.  However, if PIs have funds from other sources that can be 
used towards this cost-matching, please let us know this information in your pre-proposal 
application.   

 
Please be advised that any faculty wanting to submit an MRI proposal for the January 2021 
submission window will need to submit the following as a single pdf to 
sponprog2@kennesaw.edu by Monday, November 2, 2020 at 5 pm.   
  
A.   Cover page consisting of: 
1.    Project title (also indicate whether acquisition or development proposal) 
2.    Contact information of Principal Investigator 
3.    List of co-PIs and other senior personnel as well as their titles and affiliations (including 
both KSU and non-KSU collaborators). 
4.  Brief statement of acknowledgement signed by your department chair or Dean stating that 
they support the technical aspects of your proposed project.   
  
B.   A ‘white paper’ preliminary proposal (no more than 5 pages, not counting references).  
Please include the following details:  
1.    Describe the instrument, the need, the research activities to be enabled, the impact on 
research training and infrastructure at KSU, and the management plan. Explain (in a separate 
sub-section) how these activities and training align with the R2 roadmaps and goals of KSU and 
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the appropriate College(s), and whether and how these support the interdisciplinary themes 
that have been articulated by the institution.    
2.    Summarize any communications with an MRI program officer.   
3.    Include description of exactly who will benefit from this instrumentation purchase.  Please 
be specific by describing the overall number of people impacted and contact information for 
these people as well as affiliations (please include both KSU and non-KSU).  Also, include a 
description of the nearest instrument of this type in terms of where it is located and why having 
this instrument at KSU would be especially beneficial.  You can include letters of support from 
these individuals/organizations if you have them in as separate appendices.   
3.    Include a statement of the capabilities that would make the proposal competitive, 
especially previous experience with the sponsoring agency or other prerequisites such as a 
precursor project, unique equipment or use of new and innovative concepts; 
4.   (If applicable) if desiring to resubmit a previously declined proposal, a narrative of how 
reviewers’ critiques are being addressed. 
  
C.   Budget/budget justification (2 page max; estimates OK).  Formal or informal quotes are 
welcome.  Please include information about any necessary service contracts covering the entire 
award period.  Please include FULL estimated budget (although a full precise budget is much 
preferred) and budget justification.  Once finalist candidates have been selected based on 
technical merit, the OVPR will discuss the cost matching requirements with the appropriate 
Deans.   
  
D.   NSF biosketches of all senior investigators; 
  
E   Reviews of prior attempts (if applicable); If desiring to resubmit a previously declined 
proposal, include the complete reviews of the most prior submission. 
 

Questions regarding the preproposal process may be directed to Dr. Evelina Sterling, Director of 

Research Development & Strategic Initiatives (esterlin@kennesaw.edu) 

Finalists should be selected and notified around Thanksgiving.   

 

 

Note 

All proposals that are selected for submission will need pre-approval from the OVPR and 

the appropriate Dean(s) regarding the KSU cost-match before officially submitting to the 

NSF.   
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