
Undergraduate Research: 
Kennesaw State University is committed to advancing undergraduate research. In July 2016, 

an Office of Undergraduate Research was created (http://research.kennesaw.edu/our/) in the 
Office of Research. This office’s 
mission is to promote high-
quality undergraduate student-
faculty collaborative research 
and scholarship in all disciplines 
across the University and aims 
to 1) make research an integral 
part of the undergraduate 
experience at KSU, and 2) 
become a premier resource for 
undergraduate research both at 
KSU and nationally. The Office 
of Undergraduate Research 
oversees several initiatives, 
described below. 
1) As part of the Office of 

Research, undergraduate 
research is included in the University-wide newsletter “The Investigator” which publishes 
feature stories on interesting projects, interviews with undergraduate researchers and their 
faculty mentors, and information about upcoming events and deadlines 

(https://research.kennesaw.edu/publications/research-magazine.php).  
2) The Office of Undergraduate Research offers assistance to students and faculty mentors 

about undergraduate research topics. For example, they provide online resources; a 
workshop series; customized visits to classes, departments, and/or organizations on campus; 
and individual consultations. 

3) The Undergraduate Research Club (URC) is a registered student organization on campus 
dedicated to promoting student-faculty collaborative research.  

4) The Kennesaw Journal of Undergraduate Research (KJUR) is an online, peer-reviewed 
journal for KSU students to publish their scholarship. The journal is very high quality; it 
currently has only a 33% acceptance rate.  

5) The Symposium of Student Scholars is an annual event that celebrates student research. It 
began in 1996 as a small event (17 posters) in the College of Science and Mathematics; it 
now includes students from all colleges at KSU. 
The event has grown dramatically in submissions 
from students and faculty over the last several 
years (Figure 1). 

6) The Office of Undergraduate Research provides 
funding to promote undergraduate research at 
KSU. Students can apply for undergraduate 
research funding (up to $1,000) for supplies, travel, 
stipends, or publication costs. Students can also 
apply for the First-Year Scholars Program, which 
provides a stipend for conducting research in their 
first year of college. In addition, faculty members 
can apply for grants of up to $8,000 to mentor 
teams of undergraduate researchers, known as 
CARET (Creative Activities and Research 
Experiences for Teams) Awards. They can also 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020S 2020F 2021S

Total  Students 82 141 188 176 199 202 234 324 440 449 489 343 92 373

Total  Faculty 40 54 67 65 80 73 75 110 136 139 195 99 57 145

Total  Projects 67 101 106 109 102 109 153 214 268 286 383 161 121 228
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Total Students

Total Faculty

Total Projects

FY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21

Student Funds 35 36 33 55 52 36 35 57 59 104 155 220

Faculty Funds 5 2 8 9 12 10 16 23 26 19 24 132
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Figure 1 - Symposium of Student Scholars Growth 

Figure 2 – Undergraduate Research Funding Submission 

Growth 



apply to become mentors in the First-Year Scholars Program ($1,000) or to become VIP 
(Vertically Integrated Projects) teams ($5,000). Faculty funding can go toward supplies for 
research, course releases, summer stipends, travel expenses, etc. Applications for all funding 
mechanisms have generally increased over the last several years (see Figure 2)Error! 
Reference source not found.. 

7) Kennesaw State University was awarded the bid to host the National Conference on 
Undergraduate Research (NCUR) in April 2019. This conference convened nearly 5,000 
undergraduate researchers from around the nation, as well as some international attendees, 
in addition to administrators, faculty, and staff. As part of KSU’s commitment to undergraduate 
research, classes for the 2.5-day event were 
redirected to the conference, and over 1,000 KSU 
students, faculty, staff, and administrators assisted 
as volunteers.  

8) For the last several years, the Office of 
Undergraduate Research has fully funded at least 
one student from each project that was accepted for 
presentation at the National Conference on 
Undergraduate Research (NCUR). Since 2016, KSU 
undergraduates have presented at NCUR, with 
significant growth over the years. In 2019, as host of 
NCUR KSU had close to 400 projects presented (see 
Figure 3). In 2018, 2020, and 2021, KSU had the 
most student presenters of any institution except for the host institution.  
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Figure 3 - NCUR Presentations 


